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life’s vocation. You must have a buoyant spirit, 
a gentle touch and an infinite amount of pa-
tience. 

I would like to take this opportunity to espe-
cially congratulate one of these exemplary in-
dividuals on Guam, Ms. Barbara Gilman. She 
is Guam’s 1999 Teacher of the Year and pro-
vides her excellent skills to the students of 
John F. Kennedy High School as their Phys-
ical Education instructor. It is not enough that 
Ms. Gilman has been featured in publications 
and the media, she has also won numerous 
awards on Guam such as the 1998 Out-
standing Pacific Educator and a Resolution 
from the 24th Guam Legislature. Ms. Gilman’s 
experiences are diverse. She is not only a cur-
rent member of Phi Delta Kappa, the Guam 
Track and Field Association and the American 
Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recre-
ation and Dance, she is also involved in staff 
development leadership activities such as the 
current chair of the Fifth Guam Teacher 
Forum, a coordinator and presentor at the 
1998 Women in Sports Day, and the 1995– 
1996 chair of the Governance Committee in 
Goals 2000. Ms. Gilman is an accomplished 
teacher and community leader. With 30 years 
of quality teaching experience under her belt, 
it is small wonder that she is being honored 
this year as Guam’s Teacher of the Year. 

I had a meeting with Ms. Gilman and she 
expressed to me the concerns teachers from 
all over the nation have expressed during their 
conference here in Washington in April. 
Among their concerns are students’ equal ac-
cess to education resources and funding, the 
improvement of teaching conditions through 
reduced class sizes and increasing access to 
equipment and communications, the encour-
agement of teacher development and leader-
ship through the creation of teacher forums 
and mentoring programs, and the promotion of 
public understanding of involvement in edu-
cational issues such as school safety and cer-
tification. 

The concerns listed by the Teachers of the 
Year are already addressed by President Clin-
ton’s plans to improve our nation’s educational 
system. With the collaboration of Congress 
and under the leadership of Secretary Richard 
Riley, one of our nation’s foremost educators, 
the U.S. Department of Education has imple-
mented the first phase of its Class Size Re-
duction Initiative, a policy that sets out to hire 
100,000 new teachers over the next seven 
years. 

In light of the recent rash of school violence, 
the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative 
grant program is timely. The program would 
fund 50 communities for up to three years to 
link existing and new services and activities 
into a comprehensive community-wide ap-
proach for violence prevention and child devel-
opment. 

The teachers and children on Guam will cer-
tainly benefit from these programs, and I will 
work hard to ensure that Congress will con-
tinue to support these programs. 

Again, to America’s teachers, I congratulate 
you on this special occasion. To our Guam 
teachers, you deserve our sincerest gratitude 
for your leadership and guidance in our is-
land’s schools. To Ms. Barbara Gilman, thank 
you for your dedication to our island’s children 
and for exemplifying the values and talents of 
a true teacher and mentor. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY CELEBRATES 
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. WEINER. I rise today to invite my col-
leagues to pay tribute to the First Baptist 
Church of Sheepshead Bay on the occasion of 
its Centennial Anniversary. 

The members of the First Baptist Church of 
Sheepshead Bay have long been known for 
their commitment to community service and to 
enhancing the quality of life for all New York 
City residents. 

This is not only a festive happening, it is a 
chance for all of us to celebrate and pay trib-
ute to a group of individuals who have dedi-
cated their lives to spreading the word of God 
and to providing spiritual comfort to their 
friends and neighbors. 

Knowing that the men of the Sheepshead 
Bay Race Track and their families needed a 
place to worship, Mother Maria J. Fisher held 
prayer meetings either in her parlor or in the 
front rooms of charitable community residents. 
The First Baptist Church of Sheepshead Bay, 
which was formally incorporated by the State 
of New York in 1901, was organized on May 
21, 1899 by Mother Fisher and the Reverend 
George O. Dixon of Alexandria, Virginia. Mem-
bers who attended the Church’s organizational 
session included: Messrs. Joseph Braxton, 
Tom Greene, William Jackson and Mesdames 
Edna Adams, Jessie Bogart, Bertha Greene, 
Anne Johnson, Ida Shaw, Susie Tucker, and 
Mary Woods. Members who were not already 
Christians were converted and baptized in the 
Concord Baptist Church of Brooklyn, New 
York. 

Upon their return to Sheepshead Bay, they 
joined forces with Mother Fisher to create the 
First Mission. The site of the Mission was on 
the corner of Avenue X and East 15th Streets. 
An old ice box was used for the Pulpit and the 
members donated lamps and chairs for the 
Church to use. When it was difficult to meet at 
the Church, members would convene at the 
home of Mother Fisher, who lived at 2362 
East 15th Street. 

Mrs. Lena McMillian served as the Mission’s 
first organist while Mesdames Sarah Lowe, 
Alice Robinson, Fannie Winston, Bertha 
Greene, Fannie Brown and William Forehand 
raised their voices to the Lord in the Mission’s 
first choir. While serving as the Church’s first 
Sunday School Superintendent, Mrs. Fannie 
Winston started the tradition of providing area 
youngsters with the moral precepts that they 
would need to grow into law-abiding adults. 

The members of the First Baptist Church of 
Sheepshead Bay have long been known as 
innovators and beacons of good will to all 
those with whom they come into contact. 
Through their dedicated efforts, they have 
each helped to improve my constituents’ qual-
ity of life. In recognition of their many accom-
plishments on behalf of my constituents, I offer 
my congratulations to the First Baptist Church 
of Sheepshead Bay on the occasion of its 
Centennial Anniversary. 

CENTRAL NEW JERSEY CON-
GRATULATES JOHN STEMLER III, 
EWING KIWANIS POLICE OFFICER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize John Stemler III of Ewing Township, 
who is being honored by the Ewing Kiwanis 
Club as the Police Officer of the Year on Fri-
day, May 7, 1999. 

This award is bestowed upon him by his 
peers in recognition of his constant willingness 
to go above and beyond the call of duty. 

In February of 1994, he began his employ-
ment with the Ewing Police Department as a 
Communication Operator. After graduating 
from the Trenton Police Academy Basic Train-
ing Course, he was sworn in on August 16, 
1994. 

After being sworn into office, Officer Stemler 
was assigned to the Patrol Bureau where he 
rose to become a Field Training Officer. Offi-
cer Stemler is also a member of the Police 
Department Tactical Response Team. He has 
excelled with many letters of commendation 
for his outstanding work as a police officer. 

Officer Stemler is a graduate of the Ewing 
Public School system and a lifelong resident 
of Ewing Township. 

Mr. Speaker, Officer Stemler is a great ex-
ample for Central New Jersey. I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing him. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE YOUTH 
VIOLENCE PREVENTION PACKAGE 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
introduce legislation today to help combat the 
growing problem of youth violence in America. 
I began this effort last year in response to the 
needs identified following shooting at Thurston 
High School, in my hometown of Springfield, 
Oregon. 

This legislation is designed to prevent 
youths from turning to violence by providing 
adequate crisis intervention and support serv-
ices and to limit opportunities for troubled kids 
to obtain firearms. Politicians talk a lot about 
helping kids, but when it comes to putting 
money on the table, programs that invest in 
our children continue to go underfunded. We 
must do better, or we will continue to see trag-
edies like those in Littleton, Springfield, 
Jonesboro, Edinboro, West Paducah, and 
Pearl. My package will boost funding for pre-
vention and intervention programs that have a 
proven track record for helping at-risk kids and 
families in crisis. 

Following the Thurston shootings, commu-
nity leaders, educators, law enforcement and 
medical professionals as well as Thurston stu-
dents and their families worked to develop an 
action plan identifying several grant programs 
that address specific needs in our commu-
nities. However, to develop new initiatives 
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